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6-1 CARRINGTON CITY CODE 6-1

ARTICLE l. IN GENERAL
Sec. 6-1. Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases
shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section:

Accessory building. A subordinate building which is located on the
same lot as the main building and the use of which is clearly
incidental to the use of the main building.

Animal. Every living animal except the human race, both domestic
and wild.

Animal at large. Any animal off the premises of the owner or its
custodian and not restrained by an unbreakable chain or leash and not
under the restraint of a person capable of controlling the animal.

Animal control officer. Any person authorized by the designated
authority to enforce the provisions of this chapter.

Animal shelter. Any facility operated by a humane society for the care
and sheltering of animals, and any facility operated by a municipal
agency or its authorized agents for the purpose of impounding animals
under the authority of city ordinances for care, confinement, return to
owner, adoption or euthanasia.

Commercial kennel. Any place, except veterinarian clinics, where
more than two (2) dogs or cats over three (3) months of age kept and
where the business of selling, boarding, breeding, training, and
grooming dogs or cats is conducted.

Cruelty or torture. Includes every act, omission or neglect whereby
unnecessary or unjustifiable pain, suffering, or death shall be caused
or permitted.
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Domestic animal. An animal domesticated by humans as to live and
breed in a tame condition.

Foster home. A temporary shelter for the care and sheltering of
animals kept and maintained by members of the humane society.

Fowl. Any domesticated or wild bird.

Guard dog. Any dog trained or used to protect persons or property by
attacking or threatening to attack any person found within the area
patrolled by the dog.

Impound. To seize and hold in legal custody.

Owner. Any person or persons, firm or association or corporation
owning, keeping, or harboring an animal, rodent, or fowl.

Pet or companion animal. Any domesticated animal or fowl kept for
pleasure rather than utility; an animal or fowl of a species that has been
bred and raised to live in or about the habitation of humans and is
dependent on people for food and shelter.

Private kennel. Any place where three (3) or more dogs or cats over
three (3) months of age are kept as pets.

Professional Trainer. Any person who trains animals for
remuneration.

Public property. Any property open for public use or travel.

Restraint. Any animal secured by an unbreakable chain or leash,
under the control of a responsible person and obedient to that person's
commands.

Rodent. Any rabbit, mouse, hamster, guinea pig, or other rodent.

Reptile. Any of a group of airs breathing scaly vertebrates including
alligators, lizards, snakes, and turtles.

Veterinary hospital. Any establishment maintained and operated by a
licensed veterinarian for surgery, diagnosis, treatment of disease, and
injuries of animals.
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Vicious or dangerous animal. "Vicious animal” means any animal
which shall bite or in any other manner attack or attempt to attack any
person or other animal within the city. Any animal known to have
bitten any person or other animal without provocation is hereby defined
as a "vicious animal,” but the term "vicious animal™ shall not be limited
to only those animals who are known to have bitten any person or
animal if the owner or anyone has knowledge of the animal’s vicious
behavior in the past.

Wild animal. Any living member of the animal kingdom, including
those born or raised in captivity, except the following: domestic dogs
(excluding hybrids with wolves, coyotes, or jackals), domestic cats
(excluding hybrids with ocelots or margay), farm animals, rodents, and
captive-bred species of common cage birds.

Zoological park or facility. Any facility operated by a person,
partnership, corporation, or government agency, other than a pet shop or
kennel, displaying or exhibiting one (1) or more species of non-
domesticated animals.

Sec. 6-2. Unlicensed animals, fowl, and reptiles prohibited.

Itshall be unlawful and is declared a nuisance for any person to keep or
maintain any animals, fowl, or reptiles within the city limits except as
permitted by license or permit pursuant to this chapter, subject,
however, to the zoning regulations of the city.

Sec. 6-3. Cruelty to animals (includes fowl and reptiles).

(@ No person shall inhumanly, unnecessarily or cruelly beat, injure,
neglect, or deprive an animal of necessary food, water, and shelter
or otherwise abuse any animal.

(b) No person or owner of an animal shall abandon such animal. (c)

No person shall leave an animal unattended in a motor vehicle
ina manner as to, or under circumstances which, endangers its
health or safety. As provided in section 36-21.1-06 of the
North Dakota Century Code, any police officer may use
reasonable means to enter a motor vehicle and to remove an
animal that has been left in the vehicle in violation of this
section.
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No person shall administer or expose any known poisonous
substance or noxious drug, whether mixed with meat or other food
or not, which may be eaten by any animal or fowl excepting:

Rats, mice, and insects.

The administering or exposure of any known poisonous substance
or noxious drug by any veterinarian duly licensed in the State of
North Dakota.

By authorization and written permit of the city council.

Any operator of a vehicle that strikes a domestic animal shall stop
at once and render assistance as may be necessary and shall
immediately report such injury or death to the animal owner. In
the event the owner cannot be located, such operator shall at
once report the incident to the police department.

No person shall cause, instigate, or permit any dogfight,
cockfight, bullfight, or other combat between animals or between
animals and humans.

6-4. Licensed professional animal trainer; permit.

Any person who engages in the business of a professional animal
trainer must first obtain a permit from the city auditor to conduct such
business. The permit fee shall be established by resolution of the city
council. This permit may be revoked upon the discretion of the city
council upon recommendation by the chief of police.

Sec.

(@)

6-5. Animals running at large; exception.

It shall be unlawful for the owner or custodian of any domestic animal
to allow it to run at large on any public property or on private
property without the written consent of the owner or possessor of
the private property.
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(b)  This section shall not prohibit the running of animals being
trained and under the control of a licensed professional animal
trainerand on property where written consent has
been granted by the property owner and can be shown to any
officer upon request.

Sec. 6-6. Keeping of certain rodents, fowl, and reptiles
regulated.

No person shall keep any reptiles, fowl, rabbit, hamster, guinea pig, or
other rodent on any premises used for residential purposes except in a
cage so constructed that it may be completely and easily cleaned and free
from any objectionable odors and that the reptiles, rodents, and fowl
therein are completely enclosed and protected from small children and
animals on the outside. Such reptiles, rodents, and fowl shall at all times
be kept within the dwelling or an accessory building.

Sec. 6-7. Keeping of domestic animals; permit.

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or pasture any domestic
animal within the city unless the following conditions are met:

(@  The city council may authorize a permit, to be issued by the
city auditor's office, for the keeping and pasturing of domestic
animals in the city. The permit fee shall be established by
resolution of the city council.

(b) The health officer or any other council designated person shall
periodically inspect the location of pasturing and keeping of
such animals and shall make recommendations to the city council
as to whether or not a permit which has been issued shall be
revoked.

Sec. 6-8. Keeping of wild animals.

(@ No person or facility shall own, possess, or have custody of any
wild animal on their premises unless such facility is classified as a
zoological park or veterinary clinic.

(b)  No person shall keep or allow to be kept any wild animal as a
pet.
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Sec. 6-9. Animal waste.

The owner or custodian of an animal shall be responsible for the
removal of any waste deposited by said animal on all public and
private property.

Sec. 6-10. Enforcement.

(@ Theprovisions of thischapter shallbe enforced by
those persons or agencies designated by municipal authority.

(b) 1t shall be a violation of this chapter tointerfere with the
animal control officer or police officers in the performance of
their duties.

Sec. 6-11. Penalties.

@) Any person or entity violating any provision of sections 6-3
and 6-11 shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor. Any other
violation within Article 1. is an infraction. If any violation
continues, each day's violation shall be a separate violation.

(b) If any person is found guilty of violating any provisions of
section 6-3, their permit to own, keep, harbor, or have custody
of animals shall automatically be revoked and no new permit
may be issued.

ARTICLE Il. DOGS AND CATS

Sec. 6-12. License, kennel license, kennel permit and
impoundment fees.

License, kennel license, kennel permit and impoundment fees shall be
established from time to time by resolution of the city council

Sec. 6-13. Licensing and registration required.

(@)  Licenses shall be required for all dogs and cats over the age of
three (3) months and thereafter, licenses are due the first work
day of the following January.
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Dog and cat licenses shall be issued by the city auditor, or
designated person, upon payment of the annual license fee of
seven dollars ($7.00) for spayed/neutered and twelve dollars
($12.00) if not spayed/neutered.

No license for a neutered or spayed dog or cat shall be issued
unless satisfactory evidence of neutering or spaying 1s
submitted to the city auditor or designated person.

The owner or custodian shall state at the time application is
made for such license, upon printed forms provided for such
purpose, his name and address and the breed, color and sex of the
animal, the date of the rabies inoculation of the animal, and
whether or not the animal is neutered or spayed.

A license shall not be issued unless the license application is
accompanied by a certificate signed by a qualified veterinarian
showing that the dog or cat has been inoculated against rabies in
accordance with the current Compendium of Animal Rabies
Vaccine as prepared by the National Association of State Public
Health Veterinarians, Inc., and the United States Department of
Agriculture licensing standards which are hereby adopted and
made a part hereof and copies have been and are now filed in the
offices of the city auditor and the chief of police.

The licensing provisions of this section shall not apply to dogs or
cats where the owners are nonresidents temporarily within the
city, nor to dogs or cats brought into the city for the purpose
of participation inany dog or cat show, nor to "seeing eye" dogs
properly trained to assist blind persons when such dogs are
actually kept for use by blind persons for the purpose of aiding
them in going from place to place.

The licensing provisions of this section shall not apply to dogs or
cats kept in an animal shelter or foster home as defined in section
6-1. Records verifying the status of such animals shall be kept and
maintained by the animal shelter. Such records shall be made
available to the designated authority upon request.

Any person violating this section is guilty of an infraction.



6-14
Sec.

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

@)

(h)

ANIMALS AND FOWL 6-14
6-14. Kennel license; kennel permit.

Each person, group of persons, association, or corporation
engaged in the commercial business of buying, selling, breeding,
or boarding dogs and cats who owns or keeps three (3) or more
dogs or cats, or a combination thereof, in a kennel shall pay an
annual kennel license fee.

No person shall maintain a private kennel without first having a
permit for such kennel. Any person who keeps or harbors three
(3) or more dogs or cats, or a combination thereof, shall obtain a
kennel permit.

Any animal shelter shall first obtain a permit before maintaining
such shelter.

Persons maintaining foster homes shall obtain an annual kennel
permit. Persons already holding private kennel permits shall be
allowed to maintain foster homes without obtaining an additional
foster home permit. Such foster homes shall at no time harbor
more than two (2) animals, either dogs or cats or a combination
thereof, exclusive of animals owned by same. This restriction
shall not apply to any animal with a litter until such time as such
litter may be separated from the parent.

Licenses and permits shall become due the first day of January of
each year.

Any person who makes application or holds any type of kennel
permit is subject to inspection by the animal control officer or any
police officer at any reasonable time.

The city council may, upon notice and hearing, revoke any
permit that has been issued.

Any person violating this section is guilty of an infraction.
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6-15. Animal tags; offenses involving tags.

Upon payment of the license fee provided for in section 6-14, the
city auditor or designated person shall issue to the owner or
custodian a metallictag for each dog or cat so licensed. The
shape and color of the tag shall be changed each year and the tag
shall have stamped thereon the year for which it was issued and the
number corresponding with the number at city hall. Each owner or
custodian shall be required to provide each dog and cat with a
collar to which the license tag must be affixed and shall see that the
collar and tag are constantly worn. In case a tag is lost or
destroyed, a duplicate will be issued by the city auditor or
designated person upon presentation of a receipt showing the
payment of the license fee for the current year and the payment of
a one dollar ($1.00) fee for such duplicate. Tags shall not be
transferable from one animal to another and no refunds shall be
made on any license fee because of the death of the animal or the
owner leaving the city before expiration of the license period. The
metal rabies inoculation tag shall also be kept affixed to the
animal's collar at all times.

It shall be unlawful to counterfeita city dog or cat tag, or to take a
tag legally placed upon it from any dog or cat without the owner's
permission, or to place a city dog or cat tag upon a dog or cat
other than the animal for which the tag was issued.

6-16. Running or being at large prohibited.

No person having custody or control of any dog or cat shall allow
the same to be off the property limits of its owner or custodian
without being effectively restrained by an unbreakable chain or
leash not exceeding six (6) feet in length or within a securely
enclosed vehicle being driven on a public street or parked on
public or private property. In the event that any dog or cat is found
at large, the owner or custodian of such animal shall be guilty of
violating this section. This section shall not apply to a dog being
trained and under the control and direction of its owner,
custodian, or a licensed professional animal trainer and on the
property where written consent has been granted by the property
owner and can be shown to any officer upon request.

If any licensed dog or cat is found running at large or otherwise
in violation of this article, it may be impounded. Such
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impounded animal shall not be released except to the owner or
custodian upon approval of the designated authority and after
payment of fees as provided in sections 6-14 and 6-

21 or to an animal shelter without payment of fees as provided

in sections 6-14 and 6-21.

Any person violating this section is guilty of an infraction.
6-17. Keeping of animals on premises.

Any owner or custodian of an animal shall keep said animal
secured in such a manner that it does not cause injury or pose a
threat of injury to any person or the property of any person who
is lawfully on the premises of the owner or custodian.

The owner or custodian shall keep the animal confined within a
building or secure enclosure, or securely fastened within the
premises of the owner or custodian by an unbreakable chain or
leash so that the animal cannot be closer than three (3) feet
from the public sidewalk or public roadway and cannot go
beyond the property line.

Every owner or custodian of animal shall collect and properly
dispose of the animal's waste.

Keeping a nuisance animal:

Harboring. It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to keep
or harbor any animal which habitually barks, howls, yelps, or cries
to the great discomfort of the peace and quiet of the neighborhood,
or in such manner as to materially disturb or annoy persons in the
neighborhood who are of ordinary sensibilities. Such animals are
hereby declared to be a public nuisance.

11
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Petitions complaining of a nuisance animal.

a. Whenever any person shall complain to the police
department that an animal which habitually barks, howls,
yelps, or cries is being kept by any persons in the city,
the police department shall notify the owner of the animal
that a complaint has been received and that the person
should take whatever steps necessary to alleviate the
barking, howling, yelping, or crying.

b. If the warning given to the person alleged to be keeping
an animal as set forth in subsection (a) above, is ineffective,
then a verified complaint of at least two (2) citizens, not
from the same family, may be presented to the police
department alleging that an animal which habitually barks,
howls, yelps, or cries is being kept by any person within the
city. The police department shall inform the owner of such
animal that said petition has been received and shall cite the
owner of the animal for the violation alleged in said
petition.

C. The city council may, upon notice and hearing, remove
said animal from the city limits.

(e) Any person violating this section is guilty of an infraction.
Sec. 6-18. Impounded animals; procedure for impounding.

It shall be the duty of the chief of police, or any person authorized by
him, to apprehend any dog, cat, or any other animal found running at large
contrary to the provisions of this article and to impound such animal in the
city pound or kennel, if one is maintained, or other suitable place selected
by the chief of police for the impounding of animals. The animal control
officer or police officer, upon receiving any animal, shall make a complete
registry, entering the breed, color, and sex of such animal and whether
licensed for the current year. If licensed, the officer shall enter the name,
address and telephone number of the owner and the number of the license
tag.

12
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Sec. 6-19. Destroying of vicious dogs, cats, etc.

If any dog, cat or pet, of any other animal of fierce, dangerous or
vicious propensities is found running at large and cannot be safely
seized and impounded, it shall be the duty of a police officer to destroy
such dangerous animal for the protection of the public.

Sec. 6-20. Notice to owner; redemption.

The owner or custodian shall be notified as soon as practicable of the
impoundment of the dog or cat.

The owner or custodian of any impounded animal may reclaim such
animal upon payment of the license fee, if unpaid, and the impoundment
fee to cover the costs incurred in the keeping of the animal and giving
the required notice to the owner or custodian. Such fees shall be set by
resolution of the city council.

Sec. 6-21. Disposition of unclaimed or infected dogs or cats.

(@ Itshall be the duty of the designated authority to keep all
licensed dogs and cats so impounded. If, at the expiration of
three (3) days from the date of notice to the owner or
custodian, such dog or cat shall not have been redeemed, it may
be released to an animal shelter for adoption or destroyed.

(b) If, at the expiration of three (3) days, the attempt to notify the
owner or custodian has been unsuccessful, such dog or cat may
be released to an animal shelter for adoption or destroyed.

(c)  Anyunlicensed dog or cat may be released after three (3) days to
an animal shelter for adoption or destroyed.

(d)  Anydog or cat which appears to be suffering from rabies or to be

infected with mange or any other infectious or dangerous disease
shall not be released but may be forthwith destroyed.

13
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Sec. 6-22. Muzzling; rabies infection.

Whenever it becomes necessary to safeguard the public from the
danger of rabies, the designated authority or health officer, if either of
them deems it necessary, shall request the mayor to issue a proclamation
ordering every owner or custodian of a dog or cat to confine it
securely on their premises unless such dog or cat shall have a muzzle of
sufficient strength to prevent its biting any person or other animal. Any
unmuzzled dog or cat running at large during the time of the
proclamation shall be seized and impounded unless noticeably infected
with rabies. All dogs and cats so noticeably infected with rabies and
displaying vicious propensities shall be slain by the police department
without notice to the owner or custodian.

Unless infected with rabies, impounded dogs and cats, if claimed
within ten (10) days, shall be released to the owner or custodian upon
payment of impounding charges provided for in section 6-21 or any
other costs incurred in keeping the animal. Impounded dogs and cats
unclaimed after ten (1 0) days may be released, if not infected with
rabies, to an animal shelter without payment of fees, as provided in
sections 6-14 and 6-21, or destroyed.

Sec. 6-23. Impounding, quarantine, or destruction of dogs or
cats to determine if rabid.

(@) Anydog or cat which has bitten or scratched, or is reported to have
bitten or scratched, a person or animal or is believed to have been
bitten by an animal suspected of rabies, where the scratch or bite
breaks the skin, shall be quarantined under the care of a licensed
veterinarian for a period to ten (10) days. If a proof of a current
rabies vaccination is presented, the dog or cat may be quarantined
at the residence of the owner or custodian for ten (10) days. When
the dog or cat is quarantined at the residence of the owner or
custodian, the dog or cat must be kept separate from other animals
and kept confined within a building or fenced area at all times
unless on an unbreakable chain or leash held by an adult. If the
police officer or animal control officer determines or, in his
judgment, feels that the animal should be impounded, the owner or
custodian shall surrender such animal to the officer.

14
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Under no circumstances shall the animal be taken out of the city
limits. All costs incurred for the quarantine shall be the
responsibility of the owner or custodian.

Any dog or cat quarantined pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section shall be inspected by the animal control officer, a police
officer or a licensed veterinarian at the end of the ten-day
quarantine period. If such dog or cat becomes ill or dies
during the quarantine period, the animal control officer must be
notified immediately and the animal delivered to a licensed
veterinarian for rabies examination, quarantine, or disposal. In the
event the animal escapes during the quarantine period the police
must be notified immediately.

All costs incurred shall be the responsibility of the owner or
custodian.

The owner or custodian of any animal quarantined pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section shall deliver to the animal control
officer the "notice of quarantine™ served on the owner or
custodian by the animal control officer not less than ten (10)
days or more than fourteen (14) days from the date of the
establishment of the quarantine. If the animal control officer or
a veterinarian determines the animal to be rabid, it shall be
destroyed. If the animal control officer or a veterinarian
determines the animal not to be rabid, the animal shall be
returned to the owner or custodian provided the owner or
custodian shall first pay any impounding or boarding fees all
costs incurred for veterinarian services.

Any animal which has bitten or scratched, or is reported to
have bitten or scratched, a person or animal or is suspected of
having rabies may be immediately destroyed if the animal cannot
be impounded after reasonable effort or without serious risk or
injury to the person or persons attempting to apprehend it. When
destroying an animal, care shall be taken not to damage or
destroy the brain of the animal.

After apprehension or destruction of the animal, it shall be taken
to alicensed veterinarian for rabies examination.
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Sec. 6-24. Keeping of vicious or loud barking dog.

No person shall keep or suffer to be kept on their premises or on
premises occupied by them within the city or allow to run at large in the
city any dog of a ferocious or vicious character, habit, or disposition of
any dog which by loud barking, frequent howling or yelping or which
in any manner causes annoyance or disturbance to any person or does
any damage to the property of any person.

Sec. 6-25. Keeping of guard dogs.

(@ Itshall be unlawful for any person to place or maintain guard
dogs in any area for the protection of persons or property unless
the following provisions are met:

() The dogs shall be confined to an enclosed area adequate to
ensure they will not escape; or

(2)  Theyshall be restrained by an unbreakable chain or leash under the
absolute control of a handler at all times when not securely
enclosed; and

(3) The owner or person in control of the premises upon which a
guard dog is maintained shall post warning signs on, over, or
next to all exterior doors, driveways, or entranceway that such
guard dog or dogs are in or on the premises. Such signs shall be
in lettering clearly visible from either the curb line or a
distance of fifty (50) feet, whichever is lesser, and shall contain a
telephone number where some person responsible for controlling
such guard dog or dogs can be reached twenty-four (24) hours a
day; and

(4)  Prior to the placing of a guard dog on any property, the person or
persons responsible for placing such dog shall notify the animal
control officer, police department, and fire department, in writing,
of their intentions to post said dog or dogs, the number of dogs
to be posted, the location where the dogs will be posted, the
length of time the dogs will be guarding the area, the breed,
sex, age, rabies tag number, and city license tag number of the
dog or dogs. Such notice must be renewed, in writing, the first
day of January of each year.
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Any person or persons violating this section is guilty of a class
B misdemeanor.

6-26. Keeping of vicious animals-Prohibited; impound-
ment; penalty.

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or harbor a vicious,
dangerous or ferocious animal in the city.

Any person attacked by a vicious, dangerous or ferocious
animal which is on public or private property may use
reasonable force to repel said attack. The animal control officer
or police officer may impound any animal suspected of being
dangerous, ferocious or vicious. If said animal cannot be safely
seized and impounded, then it shall be the duty of the police officer
to destroy such dangerous, ferocious or vicious animal for the
protection of the public.

Any animal so impounded shall be held at a veterinary clinic until a
judicial determination is made as to whether the animal is vicious,
dangerous or ferocious. All costs incurred during this time shall be
the responsibility of the owner or custodian of the animal.

Any person violating this section is guilty of a class B
misdemeanor.

6-27. Same--Failure to comply.
Failure to comply with the requirements of section 6-27 will result
in immediate removal of the dog from the city or immediate

destruction of said vicious dog.

Guard dogs are exempt from these requirements provided they meet
the requirements as set forth in section 6-26.

6-28. Breaking into the city pound or kennel.

It is unlawful for any personto damage, injure or break open any
pound or kennel or to aid, assist or advise any person to do so,
and no person shall release, rescue, aid, or assist in releasing or
rescuing any animal which may be impounded.

17
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Itis unlawful for any person to aid, assist or advise any person to
take from any other person any animal being taken or driven to
any pound or kennel.

(b) Any person violating this section is guilty of a class B
misdemeanor.

Sec. 6-29. Interference with officer.

No person shall take or attempt to take from any animal control
officer or police officer any animal seized by the officer in compliance
with this article or interfere in any manner with such officer in the
discharge of his duties. Any person violating this section is guilty of a
class B misdemeanor.

Sec. 6-30. Penalties.
Any person violating any provisions of sections 6-14, 6-15, 6-16,

6-17, or 6-18 shall be guilty of an infraction. Any other violation
within Article Il. of this chapter is a class B misdemeanor.
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